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Synod of Southern California and Hawaii 
Summary of the 2015 Spring Assembly 

  
The Synod Assembly met on Saturday, May 9, at Magnolia Presbyterian Church in 
Riverside.  Actions taken by the Assembly include the following. 
 

1. Confirmed the continuing authority of the Hanmi Executive Commission, along 
with ratification of the actions taken by the Hanmi Executive Commission through 
the date of this meeting.   

2. Approved the recommendation of the Synod Structure Task Force that the 
Polity and Records Committee bring to the Fall 2015 Synod Assembly 
proposed changes to the By-Laws and Standing Rules that would: 

a. Restructure the Synod similar to the sabbatical season with a Synod 
Assembly and a Commission of Assembly with interim authority; 

b. Empower the Commission of Assembly to create needed committees and 
working groups to carry out the work of the Synod; 

c. That the majority membership of those committees and working groups 
should be composed of commissioners to the Assembly; and 

d. That the terms of commissioners to Synod Assembly be specified as two 
years and renewable once so that the commissioners bring continuity to 
the meetings of the Synod 

3. Approved the recommendation of the Finance Committee that the committee be 
authorized to enter into negotiations for the sale of the property in Riverside, 
California that is currently occupied by the Casa Blanca House of Neighborly 
Services (CBHNS) and that the Commission of Assembly be authorized to 
approve a final sales agreement. 

4. Approved the recommendations of the Congregational Partnering Grants Work 
Group to make a $35,000 grant to Presbytery of the Pacific to fund a new 
worshiping community, Iglesia Presbiteriana Agape (Agape) and to approve an 
updated application form for the grants program. 

5. Approved the recommendation of the Restricted Funds Work Group for a grant of 
$15,000 for a youth mission trip sponsored by the Presbyteries of San Gabriel 
and Riverside. 

 
Other highlights of the Assembly included: 
 

1. Commissioners were able to attend three of five small-group sessions held to 
provide information on the work of five Synod committee/work groups: 

a. Finance Committee 
b. Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation Committee 
c. Racial Ethnic Pastoral Ministries Committee 
d. Restricted Funds Work Group 
e. Congregational Partnering Grants Work Group 
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2. Heard a report from Presbyterian Women of the Synod that highlighted its March 
Spring Gathering and the Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women that is 
being held June 18-21 in Minneapolis. 

3. Heard the report of the Hanmi Executive Commission on their efforts in working 
with the congregations of the former Hanmi Presbytery to help them in 
transferring to a geographic presbytery. 

a. Los Ranchos has accepted three congregations: New Praise, Korean Hope and 
Woori.  Three more are awaiting transfer: Korean Independent, Antioch, and a 
portion of Zion Central. The other part of Zion Central is being considered by Los 
Ranchos as a new church development. 

b. Pacific Presbytery is poised to accept four congregations at their July 25 
meeting: New (former Sung Lim), West PC of America, Eden and Hanmi 
(last two in Hawaii). Hosanna might be added to those being transferred in 
July.  Teams are still working with Korean United and Torrance First. 

c. Two churches are still considering transfer to San Fernando: Hanwoory 
and Glendale. 

d. Two congregations have been dissolved: Korean Thousand Oaks (Santa 
Barbara) and Antelope Valley (San Fernando). 

e. Teams are working with Korean Palm Springs in Riverside and Young Nak 
in San Diego.   

4. Heard a report from the Stated Clerk/Synod Executive about the conversations 
that have been held with the presbyteries within the synod, with the Synod of the 
Pacific, and in June with the Synod of the Southwest.  Time was allocated to 
allow for table conversations and feedback on this topic. 

 


