
 
 

Spirituality & Aging News 
 

When the 2015 course started, one of the first students at Paving the Way  
the Retreat was Louretta Haire.  At 93 years, Louretta believed it was important to her work and 
her own aging that she enroll in the Program.  Not needing credits, Louretta audited the classes.  
By the end of the course, she was known to all the class and became the focus of one of the class 
projects.  Louretta has taken her experience to work in the residential community where she lives.  
The Certificate program is for all ages and stages of life.  How might you benefit?  
 

After  a search  D’Elia becomes First Seminary President  
process  that  lasted  more  than  a year-and-a-half,  the  Board  unanimously and with great 
enthusiasm elected the Rev.  Dr.  John A.  D’Elia  to  be  president of NTS West effective May 1, 
2016.  D’Elia  is  an  experienced  pastor,  historian,  and  non-profit  leader.  He  has  served  as a 
Pastor and at  the  Presbyterian  Foundation,  the  Union  Rescue  Mission in  Los Angeles,  and  
Fuller  Theological  Seminary.   
 

2016 Course Dates  The Certificate on Spirituality & Aging will be offered next  
year starting in September with a retreat, followed by four classes.  The Course location will be 
determined by registration.  The dates of the program are:  

   Retreat will be held Saturday, September 17th, and classes will be held: 
   Aging Defined - Saturday, October 15, 2016 
   Spirituality & Aging - Saturday, November 19, 2016 
   Culture, Spirituality & Aging - Saturday, January 21, 2017 
   Practical Approaches to Address Aging - Saturday, February 25, 2017 

 

Student registration has shown that the best location for all Course Location  
is Westminster Gardens.  Directions to the class will be provided you upon registration. 
 

Group Discount People who register together receive a 10% discount for 2   
people, and 15% discount for 3 or more people.   
 

Continuing Education Applications have been submitted to Sacramento  
and are pending for: BRN, BBSE, RCFE, and NAB.  Registered students will need to confirm with 
the program Registrar, Brian Gaeta-Symonds, as to which credits they are requesting.  Students will 
need to sign in and out of each class to receive credit. 



 

Program receives first Gift The Program recently received a contribution   
of $1,000.00.  You also may want to support the Spirituality & Aging Program.  Donate online or 
by mail by visiting the New Theological Seminary of the West website at www.ntswest.org. 
 

Website You can learn all about the Spirituality & Aging program by visiting our   
website.  There you will find two recent projects from students who completed the 2015 program.  
Information about the classes, faculty, scholarships and registration are now online.  You can find 
our website at http://sccsa.ntswest.org. 
 

Join the email group Students enrolled in the fall program are invited to   
join in the formation of an email group.  Brian Gaeta-Symonds will be contacting students to join 
so that the class may have conversations and contacts between classes.  Brian can be reached at 
562-674-8407, or bsymonds@ntswest.org.  
 

Scholarships   Scholarships are available for the fall program for enrolled  
students up to 25% of registration. You might also consider asking your faith community 
leadership or employer for the availability of support. Registered students may request scholarship 
assistance through the Seminary Office of Admissions at the time of registration. 
 

Tell Your Colleagues     Programs today targeting older adults too often rely  
upon outdated models, paradigms that do not reflect current cultural trends, or an incomplete 
understanding of the deeper issues faced by persons in the later stages of life.  Research shows 
what is often lacking in older adult programming is an emphasis on the spirituality of aging.    The 
certificate program: 

 enables participants to gain an understanding of the essential role of spirituality in 
relationship to aging, 

 explores how spirituality enhances the efficacy of other health care and congregation services 
to and with older adults. Focus will be on developing an awareness of spirituality in aging 
and enabling participants to engage the spirituality of the older adults they serve, and 

 explores the spirituality of one’s own aging in a manner that is holistic and sensitive to 
spiritual formation and human development. 

 
 

 

 
Contact us for more information & registration for the  

  Certificate on Spirituality & Aging
Phone: 626.765.9500       Email: info@ntswest.org      Website: www.ntswest.org 


